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By Alice Irwin

The LW Emporium CO-OP 
Visit our 3 story barn – home to 60 artisans and vendors

The Whistle Stop Antique Center
55 quality antique dealers under one roof!

Now Open!

THE FEATHERED NEST
A new shop offering gifts for family, friends, and home!

Shea’s Grill

Regular Hours:
Tuesday-Sunday

10:00-5:00

315-524-8841
10 min. East of 

Webster off Rt. 104

www.lwemporium.com

The Emporium Village
Wayne County’s Most Unique Shopping and Dining Experience

featuring

Every day we hear of 
news of the worsening 
plight of our global en-
vironment: air and wa-
ter pollu�on, rainforest 
destruc�on, diversion of 

the natural flow of waterways, unsus-
tainable mining prac�ces, toxic waste 
dumps,… the list of mankind's shortsight-
ed prac�ces and the devasta�ng results 
has no limits. What to do? It's easy to feel 
helpless, feel that the environment is the 
vic�m of big governments and big busi-
nesses and that's just the way it is.  

Thankfully, there are people who ded-
icate their lives to being a force for posi-
�ve change, promo�ng awareness and 
inspiring others to take ac�on through 
their example. A local woman has dedi-
cated nearly her en�re life as an advo-
cate for the environment and animals 
and now has kicked her passion into 
high gear with a new and exci�ng ven-
ture. Ontario's Diane DiGravio is one of 
those people whose energy, intensity, 
and devo�on to her beliefs seem almost 
limitless. A wife, mother, and full �me 
educator, Diane has founded a new or-
ganiza�on, Eco Outreach Interna�onal, 
with the mission of promo�ng ecologi-
cal awareness for both youth and adults 
through hands-on Eco Tourism experi-
ences.   

Diane's love of animals and the envi-
ronment began at an early age.  She re-
flects, "Jane Goodall has become an icon 
for environmental awareness and has in-
spired me since I was a li!le girl. For as 
long as I can remember, I have followed 
Jane Goodall's accomplishments. Her 
love, compassion and dedica�on to wild-
life have earned her the �tle of United 
Na�ons Messenger of Peace."  DiGravio 
earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Zoology, and began working on a Mas-
ter of Science in Immunology.  She was 
a scien�fic researcher for over 10 years, 
working at a major pharmaceu�cal com-
pany in the areas of virology and immu-
nobiological research. 

Her path took a huge turn as she real-
ized how few women worked in scien�fic 
disciplines, and explains "I woke up one 
day and decided I wanted to change the 
world." And so, just before comple�ng 
her Masters in Immunology at New York 
Medical College, she enrolled at the Uni-
versity of Rochester where she received 
a Master of Science degree in Secondary 
Educa�on. What be!er way to begin to 
start "changing the world" than through 
working with children?  Her scien�fic and 
environmental passion and vision have 
been a perfect fit with her career, inspir-
ing students at both Wayne Central and 
Webster Central Schools as a Biology and 
General Science teacher. Diane's students 
share her love of animals and the natural 
world, and she emphasizes "My students 
have been my mo�vator to con�nue to 
reach for the stars. My passions are re-
flected in what I do. I truly model the be-
havior I'd like to see my students adopt." 

Diane has traveled extensively 
throughout the US as part of animal res-
cue efforts, reloca�ng them to appropri-
ate sanctuaries. Her devo�on to animal 
rescue and conserva�on heightened 
even more a%er viewing the documen-
tary Blackfish, a compelling view into the 
treatment of animals in cap�vity, specifi-
cally those in the entertainment industry. 
Schools across the country incorporated 
the documentary as part of the curricu-
lum. She was astonished at her students' 
reac�on to the film, saying "I was not 
prepared for my students' high level of 
interest. Within the days that followed 
their viewing of the documentary, they 
completely overwhelmed me with ques-
�ons and enthusiasm for how they could 
make a change for orcas in cap�vity."  

Wan�ng to spread the message to an 
even wider, more diverse audience, to-
gether with friend and fellow environ-
mental advocate Martha Sullivan, she 
co-organized a symposium called The 
Blackfish Brigade which was held in Roch-
ester last May. Speakers included sev-
eral former trainers from Sea World and 
Marineland as well as conserva�on ad-
vocates and students. Discussions were 
focused around various ecosystems and 
human impact on them, effects of cap-
�vity on animals, how to move forward 
with educa�on, and more. "The public 
needs to know that they have a voice!" 
Diane emphasized.  

In an effort to share her concern for 
the rapid decima�on of the world's rain-
forests and the subsequent impact to 
those ecosystems, Diane organized sev-
eral trips with students to Costa Rica so 
they could experience this fragile envi-
ronment in person and reinforce what 
can be done by individuals and groups to 
slow and hopefully stop and reverse the 
destruc�on.  

To Diane, the next logical step was to 
broaden "the insight into the impact of 
human beings on the environment, and 
to foster a greater apprecia�on of our 
natural habitats." The vehicle for her de-
livery of this message would be through 
providing Eco Tourism opportuni�es and 
promo�ng outreach projects. Group des-
�na�ons include Costa Rica, Ecuador, the 
Grand Canyon, and Yellowstone Na�onal 
Park. This summer's trip to Costa Rica will 
include a visits to volcanos, forest hikes 
to observe the vast variety of wildlife, 
trips to hot springs and beaches, a boat 
trip to observe Humpback whales and 
dolphins, and a night tour to witness sea 
turtles nes�ng and laying their eggs. 

Even more important and exci�ng 
than observing these wonders of nature 
will be a variety of community service 
projects over the course of the 11 day 
trip. Previous trips have included working 
with the local ci�zens to assist in home 
and school restora�on projects using 
eco-friendly paints and other materials.  
DiGravio is passionate about the environ-
ment-focused projects they undertake, 
saying "Reforesta�on projects help re-
build habitats which have been nega�ve-
ly impacted by man. Reforesta�on not 
only serves to improve the biodiversity 
within these fragile habitats but it can 
also improve the quality of human life 
by removing high levels of carbon from 
the atmosphere.  Miles of beach cleanup 
helps preserve areas which are known 
for both the breeding of the Humpback 
Whale and nes�ng of Olive Ridley Sea 
Turtle. Visitors come from around the 
globe to see the massive arrival of both 
of these marine creatures!"  

Inspiring a green future, 
one student at a �me

It's been quite an adventure 
for the li!le girl who grew up 
admiring Jane Goodall, the child 
who followed her passions and 
dreams to become a scien�st 
and educator. Diane DiGravio's 
life�me of dedica�on to ani-
mals and the environment is 
truly inspira�onal.  

She's currently wri�ng grants 
and exploring op�ons for fund-
raising to assist in financing 
tours to assist children whose 
families may not be able to af-
ford the trips. Her focus never 
wavers and she will con�nue to 
make a difference by reinforc-
ing her message "One voice can 
change the world!"  

For more informa�on on Eco 
Outreach Interna�onal's edu-
ca�onal tours visit h!p://www.
ecooutreachinterna�onal.com, 
call (585) 330-4925 or e-mail 
info@ecooutreachinterna�on-
al.com

Assisting in cleaning up the beaches helps keep the environment healthy for the sea 
turtles that call them home. 

Tour participants have assisted Costa Rican farm-
ers replace trees that were lost due to poor weath-
er conditions.  The farmers invited the group to their 
home to plant the trees, and offered them lunch in 
exchange for their work.  
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